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Upcoming Meetups & Events 

• November (Food Drive Challenge) 
o 3: Farm League Brewing (Cambridge BC) 
o 10: The Bollywood Bistro (Guelph BC) 
o 12: Wild Wing (Stratford BC) 
o 24: The Lancaster Smokehouse  

• December 8: Maxwell's Concerts & Events (A Locally Connected Festive Meetup) 
• January 26: Morty's Pub (9th Anniversary Meetup) 

Feeding Connections: Thanks to Our Happy Hour Meetup 
Sponsors! 

• November 3: Farm League Brewing – Cambridge 
• Little Mushroom Catering 
• 1st Place Finishing 

• November 10: The Bollywood Bistro – Guelph 
• Wright Wealth (Guelph) Inc. 

• November 12: Wild Wing – Stratford 
• BG Marketing Co 

https://littlemushroomcatering.ca/
https://www.1stplacefinishing.ca/
https://iselllifeinsurance.ca/
https://www.bgmarketing.co/
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp


• November 24: The Lancaster Smokehouse - Eastbridge 
• 1st Place Finishing  
• Age Wise Group 
• Andy's Custom Contracting 
• Sentry Group 

• December 8: Maxwell's Concerts & Events (Regional Festive Connections) 
• 1st Place Finishing  
• Co-operators Elmira 
• OUR Community Dollar 
• Schooley Mitchell of KW 

• January 26: Morty's Pub (9th Anniversary Meetup) 
• DLC FC Funding 
• Insurance Made Simple 

Sponsor an upcoming meetup ($200) and help create an unforgettable experience! Your 
support not only enhances the event but also puts your business in the spotlight, connecting 
you with a diverse and engaged community. Click here for full sponsorship details.  

 

 

  

https://www.1stplacefinishing.ca/
https://agewisegroup.com/
https://andyscustomcontracting.com/
https://sentrygroup.ca/
https://www.1stplacefinishing.ca/
https://local.cooperators.ca/esther-weber-en
https://ourcommunitydollar.com/
https://www.schooleymitchell.com/office/klitwiller/about/
https://www.fcfunding.ca/
https://robertdice.ca/
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsorship?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rBM81eG5h6GoSDHaVPmHuOcEDyLENXg9nawAilaygYkcZT3F8whkezxbceCvdT_XyswAt&hsLang=en


Neighbours Helping Neighbours: LCCHub’s November Food Drive 
 

This November, the Locally Connected Community 
Hub is giving back in a big way! Each of our meetups 
throughout the month will serve as a collection point 
for our annual Community Food Drive, with all 
proceeds supporting the incredible work of local food 
banks within each chapter’s community. If you’re 
attending a meetup in November, we invite you to 
bring along a non-perishable food item or a cash 
donation to help families in need. In 2024, our 
Eastbridge chapter collected 59 lbs of non-
perishable food (and an amazing 149 lbs in 2023!) — 
and this year, we’re setting our sights higher, aiming 
for a collective total of 250 lbs across the Community 
Hub network. Let’s come together and make a 
meaningful difference — one can at a time! 

Congrats to the Cambridge chapter for collecting 43lbs of non-perishable food for the 
Cambridge Food Bank during their November 3rd Meetup! 

 



           

      

 

Top 5 Reasons Why Supporting the Locally Connected Community Hub 
Matters 

1. Builds Belonging & Inclusion for Everyone - The community hub creates safe, 
welcoming spaces where all people—regardless of age, background, or ability—feel 
seen, heard, and valued in their own community. 

2. Strengthens Local Connections - By fostering authentic relationships between 
neighbours, local businesses, and community groups, the community hub builds 
bridges that make our communities stronger, friendlier, and more resilient. 

3. Champions Local Business & the Economy - Your support directly helps small 
businesses and entrepreneurs thrive by encouraging local collaboration, partnerships, 
and visibility through events and promotions. 

4. Inspires the Next Generation & Honours the Past - Through youth mentorship, career 
programs, and elder engagement, the community hub celebrates intergenerational 
learning and helps shape engaged, compassionate future leaders. 

5. Sparks Action That Makes a Real Difference - From food drives to storytelling, from 
outdoor adventures to volunteer-powered events—supporting the community hub 
helps create a culture of care, generosity, and purpose where everyone plays a role.  

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsorship?hsLang=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=AHa7qRev1VJ9nXOY&v=lsyjG9tX2CY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/directory


What the Blue Jays Teach Us About the Power of Community 

When the Toronto Blue Jays took Canada on an 
unforgettable postseason run, they reminded us 
what true community feels like — unity, pride, and 
shared joy. Across the country, fans came together in 
living rooms, public squares, and sports bars, 
connected by one common thread: hope. In many 
ways, that’s the same spirit the Locally Connected 

Community Hub is built on. Just as the Jays bring together people from coast to coast 
through sport, our Community Hub brings neighbours, businesses, and residents together 
locally — building connections, fostering inclusion, and strengthening the communities we 
call home. This story celebrates how the Blue Jays’ ability to unite a nation mirrors the work 
we’re doing right here in southern Ontario to create belonging and togetherness, one meetup 
at a time. 

Your Community Is Looking – Are You Showing Up? 

On Canada Day, the Locally Connected Community Hub celebrated something truly local — 
the launch of its ConnectSWO community engagement app! 

Now’s the time to make sure your profile is working for you. Take a few minutes to review and 
update your listing so potential customers, collaborators, and community members can find 
you easily. The app connects thousands of users across South and Southwestern Ontario — 
make sure your info is current, complete, and compelling. 

Don’t miss your chance to be seen! 

• Listen to our launch podcast for a behind-the-scenes look of the ConnectSWO app. 
• Download the ConnectSWO app for Android / iOS. 
• Add your business or personal profile. 

Testimonial 

Earlier this month, I attended my first Locally Connected Community Hub meetup, and I 
honestly wasn’t sure what to expect — but I was pleasantly surprised! I loved the relaxed, 
welcoming atmosphere and how easy it was to make genuine connections at my own pace. 
It didn’t feel forced or rushed like other networking events where you only have a minute to 
talk about your business. The fact that it’s free to attend makes it even more accessible, and 
I’m so glad I came out. I met some wonderful people, and I've already signed up for the next 
one! 

– Corinne Van Kampen, Whispering Birch Wellness 

https://youtu.be/l8-ELGeZTj0?si=MYiDHAA35vAxUPDQ
https://locallyconnected.glide.page/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/19L-aazxpf8U98Hqh5wzaZt9xL3q3hUZH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=104815539227145078763&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eBI_HNnpQ4I&feature=youtu.be


   

      

 

Online Resources 

• ConnectSWO - Southwestern Ontario’s largest and most freely accessible shop local 
business directory 

• Photo Gallery 
• Meetup Feedback Form 
• Community Outreach 
• Milestones & Achievements 
• Sponsors 
• RSVP to your next Meetup 

 

New Members 

Eastbridge Chapter 

• Derek Hori - Fish Lake Road 
• Gary Finn 
• Jay Patel 
• Tammy Martin 

  

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/directory
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/gallery?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.cognitoforms.com/LocallyConnectedCommunityHub/LocallyConnectedCommunityHubMeetupFeedbackForm?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/outreach?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/milestones?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsors?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1jmfYPhoEvWkVRye6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/yxDszwxuvGTUNwHy6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/QQB9auLdccjBXvSi7
https://photos.app.goo.gl/KhAjghbem7PiUdbU8


Kitchener-Waterloo Chapter 

• Adam Bender - Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa 
• Arunamalya Kaliyaperumal Elamurugan 
• Bethany Eaton - Eaton Cleaning Inc. 
• Cheryl Sarnavka 
• Chris May - Service IQ Consulting 
• Clarissa Santos Moreira - The Tree Coffee House 
• Dhanush  Nangunoori 
• Dianne Andernacht - Winmar 
• Dominique Charbonneau - City of Waterloo 
• Emily Glabush 
• Eric Avner - Waterloo Region Community Foundation 
• Hayley  - The Canadian Brewhouse 
• Jane Barkley - Uptown Waterloo BIA 
• Jay Verma - Portfate 
• Jenny Cahuenas 
• Jesse Becker 
• Jyoti Kundara 
• Karla Musselman - Walters & Associates 
• Ken Edem 
• Kim Moore 
• Mahmoud Tellou - Bagel 
• Olivia Verbit - AJF Studio 
• Pinson Pappachan - Minuteman Press Waterloo 
• Ravi Radadiya 
• Ruchika Batra - Gaia Pottery Inc. 
• Sanjay Dhanapal - Starts 
• Sarah Whyte - Bright Light Content 
• Tyrone Hinds - Experior Financial Group Inc. 
• Waleed Raza 

Cambridge Chapter 

• Akash Limbani 
• Alina Telescu 
• Marie-Hélène Brais 
• Mark Palvetzian 
• Markus Desantos - Gladwebs 
• Melissa Carter 



• Shaileshkumar Rathod - The HomeTaste 

Guelph Chapter 

• Adelaide Manley - University of Guelph - Co-operative Education 
• Corinne Van Kampen - Whispering Birch Wellness 
• Leah Tran 
• Melissa Lehman - Guelph Solar 
• Sylvia Plester-Silk - Path to Joy 

Niagara Region Chapter 

• Chantal Asselin - Connect to your Sole 
• Emily Doucette 
• Paul Ferrusi - PCT Leadership Driven Inc. 

Stratford Area Chapter 

• Martine Lee - Martine Lee Tutoring 

Woolwich Chapter 

• Darren Streicher - DRS Landscapes 
• Emily Willms - Chiropractic at PhysioMira 
• Jessica Shoemaker - Jessica Lynn Photography 
• Kristen Schulz - Luxe Realty Group 
• Kristin Gelmotto 
• Mackenzie Sanders - Mackenzie Sanders 
• Roger Lichti - Rural Roots Brewing Company 
• Samuel Hebeisen 
• Tammy Stinson - Primerica 
• Tanja Petrovic - Rural Roots Brewing Company 

Member at Large 

• Jenniffer Hurlburt - Jenniffer Hurlburt Realty 
• Luis Figueiredo - DistribuCloud Technology Services 
• Mike Darego 
• Travis Rob - Town of Fort Frances 

 



 

Annual Meetup Door Prize Sponsors 

• ALL Corporate Print & Branding 
• Andy's Custom Contracting 
• Bailey's Local Foods 
• bookmytherapy.ca 
• Brentwood Custom Lasering 
• Caudle's Catch Seafood 
• Cellular Phoenix 
• Chef On Call 
• Classic Indian Restaurant 
• Creekside Hearing 
• Cross Heating & Air Conditioning 
• Ctrl V - Cambridge 
• Ctrl V - Guelph 
• Ctrl V - Waterloo 
• Dairy Queen Grill & Chill (King Street 

North) 
• DT Shawarma (Bridge Street West) 
• Eby Manor Golden Guernsey Dairy 

Market 
• Enspire Dental Opportunities 
• Freshco (University & Bridge) 
• Garrett Peck Visuals 
• Gecko Websites 

• HiWay Flowers 
• irisHR 
• Jackie Lauer, Leadership Consulting & 

Coaching 
• KW Siskins 
• Lavish Nails & Beauty Spa 
• Les trois lys herbal clinic 
• Meal in a Jar 
• Morty's Pub 
• OUR Community Dollar 
• Pennzoil 10 Minute Oil Change 
• Pharmasave - Carriage Crossing 

Pharmacy 
• Red Swan Pizza (Northfield Drive) 
• Regal Nails Cambridge 
• Renu Coaching 
• ShineCo Cleaning 
• St. Louis Bar & Grill 
• Sugar Savvy Beauty Boutique 
• The Poop Valet 
• The Pickle Barrel (Conestoga Mall) 
• Trevello 
• Ultimate Vision Web & IT Solutions 

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsors?hsLang=en


• Grand River Tanning Salon 
• Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Hand & Stone - Guelph 
• Hand & Stone - The Boardwalk 

• Ultra Plumbing & HVAC 
• Vasco Real Estate 
• Wally Parr Foods 
• Waterloo Bike Shop 
• YUMMY Burgers 

 

We look forward to seeing you at one of our many upcoming Meetups! Click 
here to confirm your spot (if you haven't already)! 

--- 

Jason Kipfer 
Founder & Chair, Locally Connected Community Hub 
Co-Founder & Chair, Eastbridge Business Connections 
519-704-0866 ext. 1 
info@locallyconnected.ca  

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp
mailto:info@locallyconnected.ca

