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Upcoming Meetups & Events 

• December 8: Maxwell's Concerts & Events (A Locally Connected Festive Meetup) 
• January 26: Morty's Pub (9th Anniversary Meetup) 

Feeding Connections: Thanks to Our Happy Hour Meetup 
Sponsors! 

• December 8: Maxwell's Concerts & Events (Regional Festive Connections) 
• 1st Place Finishing  
• Andy’s Custom Contracting 
• Co-operators Elmira 
• OUR Community Dollar 
• Schooley Mitchell of KW 

• January 26: Morty's Pub (9th Anniversary Meetup) 
• DLC FC Funding 
• Insurance Made Simple 

Sponsor an upcoming meetup ($200) and help create an unforgettable experience! Your 
support not only enhances the event but also puts your business in the spotlight, connecting 
you with a diverse and engaged community. Click here for full sponsorship details.  

https://www.1stplacefinishing.ca/
https://www.andyscustomcontracting.com/
https://local.cooperators.ca/esther-weber-en
https://ourcommunitydollar.com/
https://www.schooleymitchell.com/office/klitwiller/about/
https://www.fcfunding.ca/
https://robertdice.ca/
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsorship?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rBM81eG5h6GoSDHaVPmHuOcEDyLENXg9nawAilaygYkcZT3F8whkezxbceCvdT_XyswAt&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp


A Year-End Reflection from Jason Kipfer, Founder & Chair, Locally 
Connected Community Hub 
 
As we wrap up our 2025 program year, I’ve been reflecting on just how much our community 
has grown and how much good we’ve created together. This year alone, the Locally 
Connected Community Hub brought together hundreds of local-area residents who 
collectively participated thousands of times across 35 community-based meetups, seven 
thriving chapters, and more than a half-dozen unique, one-off signature events. Beyond 
gathering, we found meaningful and creative ways to give back by partnering with Canadian 
Blood Services, Food4Kids Waterloo Region, four different food banks, the Waterloo Knights of 
Columbus, Breast Cancer Canada, and several other charitable organizations that make our 
region stronger. 

What we’ve built in 2025 is more than a meetup series, and certainly more than another 
business networking group. Yes, we attract solopreneurs, micro-businesses, and small 
business owners, but our doors have always been open wider than that. Month after month, 
we welcome young professionals, retirees, stay-at-home parents, nine-to-five workers, local 
leaders, and residents who simply want to feel more connected to their community. That 
inclusiveness has become one of the Hub’s greatest strengths. It’s now clearer than ever that 
we’ve grown into the largest and fastest-growing catalyst for community development and 
engagement in South and Southwestern Ontario. 

This year also reminded me why this work matters. As artificial intelligence and modern 
technologies make it increasingly easy for people to “live, work, play, and shop” without ever 
leaving home, we’re working just as hard to remind residents why “live, work, play, and shop 
local” matters. Community isn’t built by apps or algorithms; it’s built by people who show up 
for one another. 

We’re incredibly excited to cap off 2025 with one final meetup on December 8th, and I truly 
hope you’ll join us. It will be an evening of camaraderie, friendship, celebration, and gratitude 
as we look back on eight amazing years of helping the communities we serve become more 
inclusive, safe, and welcoming places to live, work, play, and shop. 

I can’t wait to close out the year with you. 

—Jason 



           

      

 

Local Business Spotlight Series 
 
The Local Business Spotlight Series is a special podcast feature created by the 
Locally Connected Community Hub to celebrate the people and businesses 
that help make our community stronger. Each episode highlights a key 
member of the Locally Connected Community Hub network, sharing their 
story, their passion, and the meaningful ways they contribute to building more 
inclusive, safe, and welcoming communities. Through candid conversations, 
listeners will discover the heart behind local businesses, learn what inspires 
these entrepreneurs, and hear firsthand how their support fuels our ability to 
bring residents together. Whether you're a long-time Community Hub 
member or new to our community, this series offers an inspiring look at the 
individuals who shape the local economy, uplift their neighbours, and help us 
all stay connected. 

  

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsorship?hsLang=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=AHa7qRev1VJ9nXOY&v=lsyjG9tX2CY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/directory


Top 5 Reasons to Get the Most Out of Your Locally Connected Membership 

1. Show Up & Dive In - Commit to attending at least one meetup per month and RSVP in 
advance—whether it’s your home chapter or one you’ve never been to before. Every 
event is a chance to connect, learn, and grow. 

2. Invite, Inspire & Include - Bring a friend, colleague, or neighbour to a meetup and 
share the spirit of community. Helping others feel welcome is one of the most powerful 
ways to create lasting local impact. 

3. Follow Your Interests - Join at least one special interest stream—like Outdoor 
Adventures, Business Connections, or Cross-Generational Activities—to connect with 
others who share your passions and purpose. 

4. Give Back Where It Matters - Take part in outreach and fundraising initiatives that 
support local causes—like blood donations, food drives, and holiday toy collections. 
Small actions lead to big change when we do them together. 

5. Share the Love Online - Post a photo, write a reflection, upload your business info, or 
share a positive review. Engaging online builds momentum and helps others discover 
what makes Locally Connected so special. 

Testimonial 

As a young professional new to the Locally Connected Community Hub, I was genuinely 
surprised by how quickly I began to feel a sense of belonging. After my very first meetup, I 
started recognizing and being recognized by people around town, which was such a 
refreshing feeling. By the time I attended my second meetup, it already felt like I was 
reconnecting with old friends. Conversations picked up naturally, and the relationships I 
started forming began to grow right away. I’m excited to stay involved and can’t wait to 
deepen these connections even more in 2026. 

– Bethany Eaton, Eaton Cleaning Co. 

  



Event Highlights  

   

      

 

Online Resources 

• ConnectSWO - Southwestern Ontario’s largest and most freely accessible shop local 
business directory 

• Photo Gallery 
• Meetup Feedback Form 
• Community Outreach 
• Milestones & Achievements 
• Sponsors 
• RSVP to your next Meetup 

 

New Members 

Eastbridge Chapter 

• Carmen Schultz 
• Corey Bahadur 
• Dean Mustafic - Waste Connections 
• Margaret Sullivan Williams - Engaging Business Solutions 

  

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/directory
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/gallery?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.cognitoforms.com/LocallyConnectedCommunityHub/LocallyConnectedCommunityHubMeetupFeedbackForm?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/outreach?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/milestones?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsors?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BhpWX-gdt9R4N4XcZ1IurOsviZrrbkPOji5ED3EOMaUpYiCvMqT209N0jFDQgGA4CtL5n&hsLang=en
https://photos.app.goo.gl/zAHh7yCX6e9s2Gvz9
https://photos.app.goo.gl/1jmfYPhoEvWkVRye6
https://photos.app.goo.gl/yxDszwxuvGTUNwHy6


Kitchener-Waterloo Chapter 

• Abhishek Pradeep 
• Allie Morrison - Luna Aesthetics 
• Chris May - Service IQ Consulting 
• Christy Bertrand - Uptown Waterloo Business Improvement Area 
• Connor Koehler - Travers Law 
• Dawson Fallows 
• Doug Ferrier - Innovative Business Breakthroughs 
• Edison Basanande - Regos Mechanical Group 
• James Strang - JS Consulting 
• Kobi Schnabel Eliav 
• Kristine Gelmotto 
• Kristine Wulf 
• Lee  - Laura Leigh Grooming 
• Melissa Small - EmployNext, powered by Serco 
• Mohit Batra - Gaia Pottery 
• Nathan Gillespie - VCT Group 
• Peter Do - Pendo Studio 
• Robert Giroux 
• Shanan Cunnington - Embrace Network Guelph 
• Sorin Popa 
• Spiro Dracopoulos - Bingemans 
• Todd Letts - Todd Letts Consulting 

Cambridge Chapter 

• Corey Barron 
• Jamie Pritchard - Aspire Higher 
• Kimberley  Butler - Real Edge 
• Meg Dunning - Meg Dunning Creative 
• Olivia Opara 
• Uchenna Opara - Greatway Financial 

Guelph Chapter 

• Pascal D'Astous - Health Wealth & Freedom 
• Saim Khan 
• Steve Chretien - Waste Management 



Stratford Area Chapter 

• Azuriah Bedi 
• Ezekiel Bedi 
• Jamie Pritchard - Downtown Stratford Business Improvement Area 
• Sonia Bedi 
• Steve Stacey - Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce 

Member at Large 

• Abha Dayal 
• Lawrence Baily - Policaro Leasing 
• Marion Neisen 
• Tanya Merner 

 

 

Annual Meetup Door Prize Sponsors 

• ALL Corporate Print & Branding 
• Andy's Custom Contracting 
• Bailey's Local Foods 
• bookmytherapy.ca 
• Brentwood Custom Lasering 
• Caudle's Catch Seafood 

• HiWay Flowers 
• irisHR 
• Jackie Lauer, Leadership Consulting & 

Coaching 
• KW Siskins 
• Lavish Nails & Beauty Spa 

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/sponsors?hsLang=en


• Cellular Phoenix 
• Chef On Call 
• Classic Indian Restaurant 
• Creekside Hearing 
• Cross Heating & Air Conditioning 
• Ctrl V - Cambridge 
• Ctrl V - Guelph 
• Ctrl V - Waterloo 
• Dairy Queen Grill & Chill (King Street 

North) 
• DT Shawarma (Bridge Street West) 
• Eby Manor Golden Guernsey Dairy 

Market 
• Enspire Dental Opportunities 
• Freshco (University & Bridge) 
• Garrett Peck Visuals 
• Gecko Websites 
• Grand River Tanning Salon 
• Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Hand & Stone - Guelph 
• Hand & Stone - The Boardwalk 

• Les trois lys herbal clinic 
• Meal in a Jar 
• Morty's Pub 
• OUR Community Dollar 
• Pennzoil 10 Minute Oil Change 
• Pharmasave - Carriage Crossing 

Pharmacy 
• Red Swan Pizza (Northfield Drive) 
• Regal Nails Cambridge 
• Renu Coaching 
• ShineCo Cleaning 
• St. Louis Bar & Grill 
• Sugar Savvy Beauty Boutique 
• The Poop Valet 
• The Pickle Barrel (Conestoga Mall) 
• Trevello 
• Ultimate Vision Web & IT Solutions 
• Ultra Plumbing & HVAC 
• Vasco Real Estate 
• Wally Parr Foods 
• Waterloo Bike Shop 
• YUMMY Burgers 

 

We look forward to seeing you at one of our many upcoming Meetups! Click 
here to confirm your spot (if you haven't already)! 

--- 

Jason Kipfer 
Founder & Chair, Locally Connected Community Hub 
Co-Founder & Chair, Eastbridge Business Connections 
519-704-0866 ext. 1 
info@locallyconnected.ca  

https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp
https://www.locallyconnected.ca/rsvp
mailto:info@locallyconnected.ca

